Paul's Ministry in Thessalonica - 1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

Topics:
Integrity, Motives, Persecution, Suffering, Teaching, Work

Open It Questions
1. How do you know when someone is using flattery to manipulate
you?

2. What are the signs of genuine love between a parent and a child?

3. What qualities should a Christian leader have?

Explore It Questions
4. Under what conditions did Paul share the gospel with the
Thessalonians? (2:1-2)

5. What false charges had been made about Paul? (2:3-5)
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6. How did Paul answer the charges against him? (2:3-5)

7.  How were other traveling religious teachers deceiving people?
(2:5)

8.  How did Paul describe his relationship with the Thessalonians?
(2:7)

9.  What were Paul and his companions delighted to do? Why? (2:8)

10. What did Paul want the Thessalonians to remember about his time
with them? (2:9)

11. How did Paul describe his work with the Thessalonians? (2:10)
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12. In what way was Paul like a father to the Thessalonians? (2:11-12)

13. How did the Thessalonians receive the Word of God? (2:13)

14. How were the Thessalonians like the churches in Judea? (2:14)

15. What kind of opposition had Paul faced? (2:15-16)

16. What is God’s response to people who oppose the preaching of His
gospel? (2:16)

Get It Questions

17. How can we judge the success or failure of our work with people?
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18.  What kind of opposition can we expect whenever we speak out for
Jesus Christ?

19. How do the opinions of others influence how we share our faith?

20. How can a desire for popularity (even among Christians) twist our
desire and commitment to serve God?

21. Why did Paul work so hard not to be a burden to the
Thessalonians?

22. What standards of behavior and care should Christians follow as
they try to reach out to people?

23. What is the difference between accepting a teaching as the Word

of God and responding to it?
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Apply It Questions
24. In what ways can you share your life with others in your efforts to
share Christ with them?

25. What can you do this week to make sure that you are trying to
please God and not other people?

Adult Questions for LESSONMaker.
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1. How do you know when
someone 1s using flattery
to manipulate you?

OPENIT
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1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

“Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians”

Paul and Silas had been driven out of

Thessalonica by their enemies, who then

slandered Paul to the young believers in

the new church there. This letter answers
INTRODUCTION the accusations of Paul’s enemies by
describing what the believers already knew—
the truth of Paul and Silas’s message, the
sincerity of their motives, and the proof
of both by their actions among them. Paul
was totally committed to the growth of those
who had come to faith through his preaching.
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SCRIPTURE
2:1-8 NLT




1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

“Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians”

SCRIPTURE

You yourselves know, dear brothers and
sisters, that our visit to you was not a
failure.

2You know how badly we had been
treated at Philippi just before we came to
you and how much we suffered there. Yet
our God gave us the courage to declare
his Good News to you boldly, in spite of
great opposition.



1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

“Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians”

SCRIPTURE

3So you can see we were not preaching with
any deceit or impure motives or trickery.

4 For we speak as messengers approved by
God to be entrusted with the Good News. Our
purpose 1s to please God, not people. He alone
examines the motives of our hearts.

> Never once did we try to win you with
flattery, as you well know. And God 1s our
witness that we were not pretending to be
your friends just to get your money!



1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

“Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians”

SCRIPTURE

6 As for human praise,

we have never

sought 1t from you or anyone else.

7 As apostles of Christ

we certainly had a

right to make some demands of you, but

instead we were like cl
Or we were like a mot

hildren among you.
her feeding and

caring for her own chi]

dren.

8 We loved you so much that we shared
with you not only God’s Good News but

our own lives, too.
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“Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians”

EXPLOREIT
QUESTIONS

Under what conditions did Paul
share the gospel with the
Thessalonians? (2:1-2)

"You yourselves know, dear brothers and
sisters, that our visit to you was not a failure.
2You know how badly we had been treated at
Philippi just before we came to you and how
much we suffered there. Yet our God gave us the
courage to declare his Good News to you
boldly, in spite of great opposition.
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1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

“Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians”

EXPLOREIT
QUESTIONS

S. What false charges had been made
about Paul? (2:3-5)

3 So you can see we were not preaching with any
deceit or impure motives or trickery.

4 For we speak as messengers approved by God
to be entrusted with the Good News. Our
purpose is to please God, not people. He alone
examines the motives of our hearts.

3> Never once did we try to win you with flattery,
as you well know. And God is our witness that
we were not pretending to be your friends just to
get your mone)!
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1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

“Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians”

EXPLOREIT
QUESTIONS

6. How did Paul answer the
charges against him? (2:3-5)

3 So you can see we were not preaching with any
deceit or impure motives or trickery.

4 For we speak as messengers approved by God
to be entrusted with the Good News. Our
purpose is to please God, not people. He alone
examines the motives of our hearts.

3> Never once did we try to win you with flattery,
as you well know. And God is our witness that
we were not pretending to be your friends just to
get your mone)!
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1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

“Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians”

EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS

7. How were other traveling
religious teachers deceiving
people? (2:5)

3> Never once did we try to win you with
flattery, as you well know. And God is
our witness that we were not pretending
to be your friends just to get your money!
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1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

“Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians”

EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS

8. How did Paul describe his
relationship with the
Thessalonians? (2:7)

’ As apostles of Christ we certainly had a
right to make some demands of you, but
instead we were like children among you.
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1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

“Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians”

EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS

9. What were Paul and his
companions delighted to do?
Why? (2:8)

8 We loved you so much that we shared
with you not only God’s Good News but
our own lives, too.
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1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

“Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians”

SCRIPTURE
2:9-16 NLT




1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

“Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians”

SCRIPTURE

® Don’t you remember, dear brothers and
sisters, how hard we worked among you?
Night and day we toiled to earn a living so
that we would not be a burden to any of you
as we preached God’s Good News to you.
10°You yourselves are our witnesses—and so
1s God—that we were devout and honest
and faultless toward all of you believers.

1 And you know that we treated each of you
as a father treats his own children.



1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

“Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians”

SCRIPTURE

12'We pleaded with you, encouraged you, and
urged you to live your lives in a way that God
would consider worthy. For he called you to
share 1n his Kingdom and glory.

13 Therefore, we never stop thanking God that
when you received his message from us, you
didn’t think of our words as mere human
1deas. You accepted what we said as the very
word of God—which, of course, it 1s. And
this word continues to work 1n you who
believe.



1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

“Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians”

14 And then, dear brothers and sisters, you suffered
persecution from your own countrymen. In this
way, you imitated the believers in God’s churches
in Judea who, because of their belief in Christ
Jesus, suffered from their own people, the Jews.
SCRIPTURE I5For some of the Jews killed the prophets, and
some even killed the Lord Jesus. Now they have
persecuted us, too. They fail to please God and
work against all humanity
16 a5 they try to keep us from preaching the Good
News of salvation to the Gentiles. By doing this,
they continue to pile up their sins. But the anger of
God has caught up with them at last.




1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

“Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians”

EXPLOREIT
QUESTIONS

10. What did Paul want the
Thessalonians to remember
about his time with them? (2:9)

? Don 't you remember, dear brothers and
sisters, how hard we worked among you?
Night and day we toiled to earn a living
so that we would not be a burden to any
of you as we preached God's Good News
[0 you.
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1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

“Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians”

EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS

11. How did Paul describe his work
with the Thessalonians? (2:10)

10 You yourselves are our witnesses—and
so is God—that we were devout and
honest and faultless toward all of you
believers.
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1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

“Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians”

EXPLOREIT
QUESTIONS

12. In what way was Paul like a

father to the Thessalonians?
(2:11-12)

I And you know that we treated each of
you as a father treats his own children.

12 We pleaded with you, encouraged you,
and urged you to live your lives in a way
that God would consider worthy. For he
called you to share in his Kingdom and

glory.
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1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

“Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians”

EXPLOREIT
QUESTIONS

13. How did the Thessalonians
receive the Word of God? (2:13)

I3 Therefore, we never stop thanking God
that when you received his message from
us, you didn t think of our words as mere
human ideas. You accepted what we said
as the very word of God—which, of
course, it is. And this word continues to
work in you who believe.
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1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

“Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians”

EXPLOREIT
QUESTIONS

14. How were the Thessalonians like
the churches in Judea? (2:14)

4 And then, dear brothers and sisters,
you suffered persecution from your own
countrymen. In this way, you imitated the
believers in God s churches in Judea
who, because of their belief in Christ
Jesus, suffered from their own people, the
Jews.
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1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

“Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians”

EXPLOREIT
QUESTIONS

15. 'What kind of opposition had
Paul faced? (2:15-16)

I3 For some of the Jews killed the prophets,
and some even killed the Lord Jesus. Now
they have persecuted us, too. They fail to
please God and work against all humanity
16 g5 they try to keep us from preaching the
Good News of salvation to the Gentiles. By
doing this, they continue to pile up their
sins. But the anger of God has caught up
with them at last.
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1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

“Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians”

EXPLOREIT
QUESTIONS

16. Whatis God’s response to
people who oppose the
preaching of His gospel? (2:16)

16 .as they try to keep us from preaching

the Good News of salvation to the
Gentiles. By doing this, they continue to
pile up their sins. But the anger of God
has caught up with them at last.


http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+2%3A16

1 Thessalonians 2:1-16

“Paul’s Ministry to the Thessalonians”

GET IT QUESTIONS
#17 to #23

APPLY IT QUESTIONS
#24 to #25
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